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Beijing 2026 Wild Card Programme
1. Purpose

The World Aguatics Swimming World Cup 2026 Wild Card Programme
provides eligible athletes with an automatic invitation to participate in the
World Agquatics Swimming Championships (25m) — Beijing 2026.

A Wild Card invitation is earned by an individual athlete through
performances achieved during the Swimming World Cup 2026 and is not
considered a National Federation qualification slot.

National Federations remain responsible for submitting entries and
managing athlete participation in accordance with World Aquatics rules. A
National Federation may not reallocate, transfer, or substitute a Wild Card
invitation earned by an athlete to another athlete.

A Wild Card invitation remains attached to the athlete who earned it and is
valid only for the event(s) in which the athlete satisfied the Wild Card
qualification criteria.

2. Definitions
For the purposes of this Programme:

a) “Eligible Athlete” means an athlete who satisfies all eligibility criteria
set out in Section 3.

b) “Wild Card Athlete” means an Eligible Athlete who has been allocated
a Wild Card invitation under this Programme.

C) “Wild Card Entry” means the right of a Wild Card Athlete to participate
in a specific individual event at the World Aquatics Swimming
Championships (25m) — Beijing 2026.

d) “Beijing 2026" means the World Aguatics Swimming Championships
(25m) — Beijing 2026 scheduled to be held from 1to 6 December
2026 in Beijing, People’s Republic of China.

3. Eligibility Criteria

An athlete will be eligible for a Wild Card invitation if he or she satisfies all of
the following requirements:

a) Competes in at least two (2) of the three (3) Swimming World Cup
2026 stops:
- Baku, Azerbaijan;
- Tashkent, Uzbekistan; and
- Astana, Kazakhstan
b) Finishes within the top three (3) places in an individual event in the
finals with a time equal to or faster than the applicable “A”
Qualification Time Standard for the World Aquatics Swimming
Championships (25m) — Beijing 2026 at least once during the
Swimming World Cup 2026 Series.

4. Wild Card Event Allocation

A National Federation may receive no more than one (1) Wild Card Entry per
individual event.



Where multiple athletes representing the same National Federation satisfy
the Wild Card criteria in the same event, the Wild Card Entry for that event
will be allocated to the athlete who records the highest World Aquatics
Points score in that event across the Swimming World Cup 2026 Series.

In the event of a tie, the athlete with the higher Swimming World Cup 2026
Overall Points will receive the Wild Card Entry.

If an athlete satisfies the Wild Card criteria in more than one individual event,
that athlete will receive a Wild Card Entry for each such event, subjectto the
provisions of this Programme.

5. National Federation Allocation Limit

A maximum of three (3) Wild Card Athletes may be allocated to the same
National Federation, irrespective of gender.

Where more than three (3) athletes from the same National Federation
remain eligible following the event allocation process under Section 4, Wild
Card invitations will be allocated to the three (3) athletes with the highest
single World Aquatics Points score achieved in an event in which they
finished on the podium (top three in the finals) during the Swimming World
Cup 2026 Series.

In the event of a tie, the athlete with the higher Swimming World Cup 2026
Overall Points will be ranked higher.

If an allocated athlete declines a Wild Card invitation or becomes ineligible
prior to the Beijing 2026 registration deadline, the Wild Card invitation will
be forfeited and will not be reallocated.

6. Beijing 2026 Participation Rights & Team Size

Wild Card Athletes will be entitled to participate in the individual event at the
World Aguatics Swimming Championships (25m) — Beijing 2026 for which
they obtained a Wild Card invitation.

Wild Card entries will be accepted in addition to:

a) the maximum quota of two (2) athletes per event per National
Federation; and

b) the maximum team size of twenty-six (26) athletes per gender per
National Federation. This means that if a National Federation
exceeds 26 athletes per gender due to the Wild Card athletes from
that NF, it will be permissible to have those athletes on their team.

Wild Card Athletes do not count toward the quotas established for
accreditation purposes. World Aguatics may grant one (1) additional team
official accreditation to each National Federation represented by one or
more Wild Card Athletes.



7. Additional Individual Events for Wild Card Athletes at Beijing 2026

A Wild Card Athlete may be entered in additional individual events provided
that:

a) the Athlete has achieved at least the applicable “B” Qualification Time
Standard in the additional event(s) and the National Federation has
Nno other entered athlete in the event(s); or

b) the Athlete has achieved the applicable ‘A’ Qualification Time
Standard in the additional event(s) and the National Federation has
one (1) entered athlete who has achieved the applicable “A”
Qualification Time Standard in the event(s).

Any additional entries under this Section will be subject to the approval and
entry procedures established by World Aquatics.

8. Relay Eligibility

Wild Card Athletes may be selected to participate in relay events at the
discretion of their National Federation, subject to all applicable World
Aguatics Competition Regulations.

9. Entries and Acceptance for Wild Card Athletes

a) Following the conclusion of the Swimming World Cup 2026 Series,
World Aquatics will notify National Federations and Eligible Athletes
of Wild Card invitations.

b) Acceptance of a Wild Card invitation must be confirmed jointly by the
Athlete and the Athlete's National Federation within seven (7) days of
notification, or by such deadline as may be established by World
Aguatics.

c) Where a Wild Card invitation is declined, not accepted within the
prescribed period, or otherwise lapses prior to the Beijing 2026
registration deadline, the invitation will be forfeited and will not be
reallocated.

d) World Aquatics will submit the Beijing 2026 entries through the
General Management System (GMS) for all Wild Card Athletes in the
event(s) for which Wild Card Entries have been awarded.

e) National Federations will remain responsible for the submission and
management of any additional entries permitted under Section 7.

10. Injury, Anti-Doping, and Eligibility Status
If a Wild Card Athlete:

a) sustains an injury preventing participation in the Beijing 2026;

b) commits an anti-doping rule violation;

C) is provisionally suspended; or

d) otherwise fails to satisfy the eligibility requirements established
under the World Aguatics Rules and Competition Regulations,

the Wild Card invitation will be forfeited and will not be reallocated,
regardless of whether such circumstances arise before or after the Beijing
2026 registration deadline.



11. Travel and Logistics

World Aguatics will provide travel and accommodation support to Wild Card
Athletes, including travel and accommodation arrangements.

Support provided to each Wild Card Athlete will be determined in
accordance with the policy of their National Federation and may include:

a) Air travel between the nearest international airport to the athlete's
officially registered place of residence, as recognised by the athlete's
National Federation, and the Beijing 2026 host city; and

b) Accommodation at the official team hotel used by the athlete's
National Federation for the period commencing on the first day of
official training and ending on the day after the final day of
competition.

All travel and accommodation arrangements will be coordinated by the
World Aquatics Office.

12.Dispute Resolution and Interpretation

In the event of any dispute arising under this Programme, the World
Aguatics Executive shall determine the matter. Such decision shall be final
and binding, exercised in its sole and absolute discretion, and without any
right of appeal.
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Qualifying period for entry times

The qualification for the World Aquatics Swimming Championships (25m) 2026 Beijing
(CHN) is set out below. Entry times will only be accepted if they have been achieved at a
World Aquatics-approved qualification event, either in a 25m pool or a 50m pool, within
the period 27 July 2025 - 15 November 2026. All times achieved outside this qualifying
period will not be accepted. The Standard Entry Times for the World Aquatics

Championships Singapore 2025 will be applied as the standard times for 50m pool
competitions.

Qualifying Time Standards (25m)

Women Men
(+3.5°B/o of A) A A (+3.5°B/o of A)
2518 24.33 50 Freestyle 2119 21.93
54.88 53.02 100 Freestyle 46.89 48.53
1:59.65 1:565.60 200 Freestyle 1:43.48 1:47.10
4:14.89 4:.06.27 400 Freestyle 3:42.18 3:49.96
844.98 8:27.23 800 Freestyle 7:42.39 7:58.57
16:37.32 16:03.59 1500 Freestyle 14:49.29 15:20.42
27.47 26.54 50 Backstroke 23.37 2419
59.53 57.52 100 Backstroke 50.81 5259
2:02.93 2:05.54 200 Backstroke 1521 1.56.03
31.27 30.21 50 Breaststroke 26.25 2717
1.07.24 1:04.97 100 Breaststroke 57.38 59.39
2:26.88 2:21.91 200 Breaststroke 2:06.23 2:10.65
26.62 25.72 50 Butterfly 22.43 23.22
59.41 57.40 100 Butterfly 50.15 51.91
213.36 2:08.85 200 Butterfly 1:53.19 1.57.15
1:01.74 59.65 100 Individual Medley 5298 54.83
213.90 2:09.37 200 Individual Medley 1:55.25 1:59.28
4:4717 4:37.46 400 Individual Medley 4:08.87 4:17.58

Explanation:

1. The “A” standards for the Beijing 2026 were created by using the faster of two times from:
a. The Budapest 2024 “A” qualifying time standards; or
b. The 16" place time of the preliminary heats from the Budapest 2024

For these Championships, the standards are as follows:

Women: 6 of the Beijjing 2026 “A” time standards are the Budapest 2024 ‘A’ time standard, while 12 are based
on the 167 place time of the preliminary heats from the Budapest 2024.

Men: 4 of the Bejjing 2026 “A” time standards are the Budapest 2024 “A” time standard, while 14 are based on
the 16" place time of the preliminary heats from the Budapest 2024.

2. All “B” time standards were derived by multiplying the “A” time standards by 3.5 %.
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Qualifying Time Standards (50m)

Women Men
(+3.5°2 of A) A A (+3.5°i of A)
2573 24.86 50 Freestyle 22.05 2282
5615 54.25 100 Freestyle 48.34 50.03
2:02.37 1.58.23 200 Freestyle 1:46.70 1:50.43
4:18.99 4:10.23 400 Freestyle 3:4815 3:5614
8:52.63 8:34.62 800 Freestyle 7:48.66 8:05.06
16:59.02 16:24.56 1500 Freestyle 15:01.89 15:33.46
29.21 28.22 50 Backstroke 25Mm 2599
1:02.58 1.00.46 100 Backstroke 53.94 55.83
215.67 211.08 200 Backstroke 1:.58.07 2:02.20
31.83 30.75 50 Breaststroke 2733 28.29
1:.09.21 1:06.87 100 Breaststroke 5975 1:01.84
2:31.02 2:25.91 200 Breaststroke 210.32 214.88
2715 26.23 50 Butterfly 23.36 2418
1:00.37 58.33 100 Butterfly 5177 53.58
21373 2:09.21 200 Butterfly 1:56.51 2:00.59
21748 212.83 200 Individual Medley 1:59.05 2:03.22
4:52.97 4:43.06 400 Individual Medley 4:17.48 4:26.49

Qualifying competitions
World Aquatics-approved qualification events for the World Aguatics Swimming
Championships (25m) — Beijing 2026 can be found on the World Aquatics website (LINK).



